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		FALL 2024






		This year, MARC celebrated sixty years of aviation ministry in Alaska. In August, friends, former staff, and ministry partners met together to thank the Lord for the privilege of participating in His Kingdom work these past six decades. The children of founders, Roald and Harriett Amundsen, shared their memories of the early days of ministry. The children of the twenty current staff families served refreshments. The event culminated with prayer, dedicating a new aircraft to the Lord’s service.

This ministry would not be able to serve the missionaries and churches in isolated communities in Alaska if it was not for the faithful prayers and generous gifts from many people. We are grateful for the thousands of people that participate with us to overcome the geographical, social, and spiritual barriers to reach people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Thank You.






		You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. -2 Corinthians 9:11-12
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	Peter & Sara Bastke
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		FROM THE FLIGHT LINE






		Samaritan’s Purse recently donated a Cessna 208 Caravan to MARC. This aircraft is fully equipped for operating in the cold weather and gravel airstrips found in Alaska. The aircraft is capable of carrying more cargo than our current airplanes while consuming less fuel. The addition of this fourth ministry aircraft will significantly increase our ability to serve our forty ministry partners that work among the remote communities in Alaska.

Samaritan’s Purse has repeatedly blessed MARC for several decades. Along with previous donations of airplanes, a hangar, and a snowplow truck, each spring their ministry gives $50,000 towards the fuel costs of flying children to Bible camps. This past summer, MARC was able to transport 460 children and youth workers to and from Bible camps. For many children from isolated villages, this is the first time that they are exposed to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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	Dedication of the Cessna Caravan with MARC and Samaritan’s Purse staff
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		AROUND THE HANGAR






		Providing hospitality has historically been a valued component of Christian missionary work. At MARC, pastors and missionary families will often need a place to stay for a few days when they come from rural communities to the road system. Aviation students from LeTourneau University, Moody Bible Institute, and Liberty University need accommodation while participating in internships and apprenticeships. Each year, multiple seasonal volunteers need a place to stay as they generously give of their time to serve at MARC. The two bedrooms in our hangar accommodate hundreds of guests each year.

The needs, requests, and opportunities to bless our ministry partners has exceeded our abilities. For the past few years, MARC has been raising funds to expand our capabilities to provide hospitality. In September, the ministry was able to purchase a lodge and three small cabins a few miles from the airport. This will greatly increase the number of people that MARC can host, including the capability to host multiple individuals and groups at the same time. We are grateful for those of you who generously contributed to make the MARC Guesthouse a reality.






		For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me... And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ - Matthew 25:35, 36, 40
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	The main building and three cabins
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	Inside the main building






		






		FLIGHT SCHOOL






		The Flight School at MARC is a vital component of our ministry activities. It gives us the opportunity to have a Christian presence in an otherwise secular field. Our goal is to show our students not only how to fly, but what it means to live a life for Christ.

The Flight School produces a much needed source of revenue that is used to directly offset the cost of operating our mission aircraft fleet. This in turn reduces the cost of a flight for our ministry partners and allows us to more effectively transport the Gospel to the isolated people of Alaska.

The Flight School gives our own pilots a cost-effective venue to maintain and sharpen their aviation skills, so that they are proficient and ready when the call comes to transport our ministry partners on a mission flight.

The Flight School is a means to provide flight training to those who serve with other ministries. This year we trained missionaries serving with Tanalian Bible Camp, Kingdom Air Corps, and Pacific Mission Aviation. In this way, MARC not only has an impact on Alaska, but also to other remote locations around the world.

This year to date, there have been thirty-four successful check-rides, with two of those for ministry partners, and three for MARC staff. Please join us in praising God for this vital component of our ministry.
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	MARC instructor Kyle Braband (L) and Pacific Mission Aviation pilot Wayne Miller (R) after passing his multi-engine rating check-ride.
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	Examiner Darlene (L) and Alicia Fries (R) with Tanalian Bible Camp after passing her Private Pilot check-ride.
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